A Report on the National Youth Week in Tanzania-8-14th October, 2003

The National Youth Week in Tanzania took place between 8-14th October,2003.  All activities which took place during the event aimed at promoting youth activities and empowering them.  The event took place thoughout the country’s regions and districts.  In regions there were debates and trainings in enterpreneurship, environment and health.  At the national level, it was celebrated at the Lake Zone City, Mwanza.

The national youth week was first celebrated in the year 2000.  This was after the death of the first president of Tanzania, the late Julius K. Nyerere.  Throughout his leadership, the late Nyerere encouaged youths to work hard for their own improvement and for national development.

During the week there were various stakeholders.  The Ministry of Natural Resources and Tourism promoted eco-tourism and fishing activities.  The ministry trained people on how to Lake Zone people can create job opportunities by using natural resources and sustainable fishing.  They also explained how to pack fish products by using simple technology, a technology which can be accessible by many people and at the lowest cost.

The Ministry of Food and Agriculture facilitated on how best Lake Victoria can be utilized for irrigation purposes.  Anti-drug Department provided information on how to avoid drug use.  The Ministry of Health and various youth NGOs talked on HIV/AIDS.

The President of the United Republic of Tanzania, H.E Benjamin William Mkapa spent six hours talking with youths and look at their activities.  He addressed the public at Kirumba and Nyamagana stadiums.  In both his speeches, the President emphasised about youth employment.  He urged stakeholders to invest in youths and strengthen youth projects.

He warned youths not to involve themselves in crimes and prevent themselves from contracting HIV/AIDS, but instead join forces and initiate development programs.  He said the government empowers youths by providing basic education to all Tanzanians.  He said his government will create economic projects especially for youths in order to strengthen  the national economy.

All top national leaders and representatives from UNICEF and ILO were present.

The Tanzania YES-country network used the event as an opportunity to improve relationship with stakeholders;  new members were also registered.

October 14, 2003 was the pulic holiday to honour the fourth year since the death of the father of nation, the late J.K Nyerere.  Moreover, youths in the country used the day for evaluating their activities during their week long event and plan new strategies on how to forge ahead in economy, culture, health and maintaning peace for sustainable livelihood.  

